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Key points 

• Drink driving remains responsible for at least 240 deaths a year (13-4% all road deaths) in Great 
Britain, and another 1,100 reported serious injuries. 

• DfT believes that the number of drink drive related deaths has not changed since 2010. 
• The drink driver is the most likely casualty and accounts for 40% of all those killed or seriously 

injured (KSI) in a drink drive crash. 
•  With 520 thousand breathtests conducted in England and Wales in 2015, less than one in 60 

drivers is breathalysed.   
• The European Transport Safety Council recommends one in five drivers be breathalysed each 

year, which would mean over six million drivers breathalysed  in Britain (ETSC, 2016). 
• Less than half of car drivers in a casualty crash in England are are breathalysed.  
• Over 100 drivers a day are prosecuted for Drink Driving, with almost all (97%) convicted. Most 

were fined (78%) and over 90% were given a driving ban. Only 2% were sent to prison. 
 
 
RoadPeace calls 

1. More tests, including mandatory tests after a casualty crash 
Britain needs to increase the number of drivers breathalysed, ideally by tenfold—to reach the 
European Transport Safety Council recommended target of one in five drivers breathalysed every 
year. Drivers should expect to be breathalysed at any time and any place. Deterrence depends on the 
perceived risk of detection. Random breath tests should be allowed. 
 
Every driver involved in a casualty crash should be tested for drink driving. This is a long standing 
agreement within the police, but the data shows it is not being implemented. The DfT has invested in 
drug driving enforcement, and should also invest in drink driving enforcement, to ensure that tests 
are always conducted after a casualty crash. ETSC also calls for obligatory testing for alcohol in all fatal 
and serious injury collisions. 

 
2. Lower limits 
England and Wales should follow Scotland and reduce its limit from 0.8 g/l to a maximum limit of 
0.5g/l with lower limits for commercial drivers and young drivers. Latest research shows this would 
prevent 25 deaths and 95 serious injuries (RAC Foundation and PACTS, 2015). 

 
3. Tougher penalties 
The worst drink drive offenders who cause injury deserve a longer maximum custodial sentence than 
six months. This should be included in the MoJ reform of driving offences.  
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But prison is rarely used for drink drivers. And much more could be done with alternative punishments to 
deter drink driving. Longer driving bans, vehicle confiscations, and alcolocks are needed. Drink driving 
bans should be increased with lifetime driving bans for those who cause a death or grievous injury whilst 
over the limit.  

 
4. Police priority  
Drink drive checks are not a priority for the police. This is because the Home Office does not include drink 
driving in its offences that qualify under the National Crime Recording Standard. These are the crimes on 
which police performance is evaluated. Drink/drug driving enforcement will continue to suffer if the 
status of these crimes Is not changed.  
 
 
Drink Driving –the latest evidence from DfT and the Home Office 
 
Data on drink drive related crashes is published by DfT and covers all of Great Britain, including 
Scotland. The Ministry of Justice (MoJ) and the Home Office’s data on court prosecutions and 
drink drive enforcement and is restricted to England and Wales only.  
 
Drink drive related casualties, Great Britain (2015) 

• For 2015, DfT has reported a preliminary estimate of between 200 and 290 people killed in 
crashes involving drivers over the limit (95% confidence).  

• Final estimates for 2014 show that 240 people were killed in crashes in Great Britain where at 
least one driver was over the drink drive limit .1  

• In August 2016, DfT reported that “Due to the uncertainty associated with drink drive deaths we 
cannot be sure that there has been any change in drink drive deaths since 2010. The proportion of 
drink drive fatalities compared to overall fatalities has stayed around 13 to 14 per cent for the last 
five years” (DfT, 2016) 

• The number reported seriously injured in drink driving related crashes in 2014 was 1,070, down 
3% from 2013.  

• The total number of casualties (all severities) in drink drive related crashes for 2014 was 8,210, 
down less than 1% from 2013.  

 
Who’s getting hurt 
DfT estimates for 2014 (the latest year for which data is available) are shown below. 
 
Table 1:  Drink drive related casualties (2014)  

Killed or 
seriously 
injured 

    Motor- Car drivers Car     
Pedestrians Cyclists cyclists Over 

limit 
Under 

limit 
passenger Other 

Total 

0-15 10 0 0 0 0 30 0 40 
16-24 20 0 60 130 10 150 10 390 
25-59 30 10 140 370 60 140 30 770 
60+ 10 0 10 20 20 20 10 90 
All ages 70 20 210 520 90 340 60 1,310 

1 Drink drive related deaths are based on coroner data as collision data is inaccurate. For instance, in 
2013, only 128 fatal collisions were reported to have alcohol impairment as a contributory factor, just 
over half the actual number. 
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 5% 2% 16% 40% 7% 26% 5% 100% 

Total 
Casualties                 

0-15 30 10 0 0 0 280 10 330 
16-24 60 20 190 900 230 910 60 2,380 
25-59 110 70 300 2,080 1,120 960 260 4,900 
60+ 30 0 10 150 180 100 40 520 
All ages1 230 100 510 3,140 1,530 2,330 370 8,210 
         
0 = fewer than 5 casualties   
1 Includes age not recorded.   
2 May not sum to total due to rounding 

Source: DfT RAS51005 from STATS19, coroners 
and procurators fiscal  

  
           
          

Source: Table RAS51005 
 
How often 

• With drink drivers reported involved in 880 serious injury crashes and 4530 slight injury crashes, 
there are an average of 15 drink drive related injury crashes reported every day. 

. 
• According to a self reported survey conducted in 2015/16, 7.6% of drivers drove whilst over the 

limit in the past year. 
o According to the self reporting in the Crime Survey of England and Wales: 

o 1 in 1000 said it was every day 
o 3 in 1000 said it was a few times a week 
o 1 in 100 said it was once or twice a week 
o 1.4 in 100 said it was once or twice a month 
o 1 in 1000 said it was once very couple of months 
o Almost 4 in 100 said it was once or twice in the last 12 months  

 
When and where 

o Drink drive crashes happen year round but they ranged from a low of 360 with 510 casualties in 
January to 550 with 800 casualties in November. 

o Drink drive crashes in 2014 peaked between 10 pm – 2 am with a low at 10 am.  
 

Table 2: Estimated number of fatal drink drive crashes by region, 2014 
 Fatal 
North East 10 
North West 10 
Yorkshire & the Humber 20 
East Midlands 20 
West Midlands 30 
East 30 
South East 30 
London 0 
South West 30 
England 190 
Wales 10 
Scotland 20 
Total 220 

 Source: Table RAS51019 
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How often are drivers breathalysed after a crash? 

• 520 thousand drivers were tested for drink driving with 13% failed or refused to take the test. 
• 118 thousand were conducted after a road crash 
• Half of drivers in injury crashes are breathalysed. 
• 3.3% of drivers tested after a crash failed or refused to take the drink drive test. This ranged from 

5.8% of those tested aged 25-29 to 0.8% of those tested aged 70 and over.  
• By vehicle type, those that tested positive included: 

o 3.6% car drivers 
o 2.2% motorcyclists 
o 0.3% bus/coach drivers 
o 2.5% van drivers 
o 0.6% HGV drivers (Table RAS51004) 

• London had the lowest post crash test rate with only 29% of car drivers tested, whilst the highest 
was the North West region where 62% of drivers in injury crashes were tested. 

 
 

Table 3:  Car drivers tested after a reported injury crash, England and Wales (2015) 
 % 
North East 53% 
North West 62% 
Yorkshire & the Humber 51% 
East Midlands 53% 
West Midlands 46% 
East 58% 
London 31% 
South East 58% 
South West 57% 
England 51% 

        Source: Table RAS51020 
 
 
 
 
Drink drive convictions and sentences, England and Wales (2015) 
 
Causing Death by Careless Driving Whilst Under the Influence, England and Wales (2015) 

• There were 25 drivers convicted of Causing Death by Careless Driving Whilst Under the Influence 
in England and Wales in 2014. Impaired drivers who caused death could have been prosecuted as 
Causing Death by Dangerous Driving.   

o On average, one driver is convicted of Causing Death by Careless Driving Whilst Under the 
Influence every fortnight.  

o The vast majority (96%) result in a custodial sentence. One offender was given a 
community sentence. 

o Prison sentences tend to be longer than 3 years with one-third being jailed for over five 
years. The average custodial sentence was 4 years 6 months.  

o Sentencing guidelines state a ban of two years minimum. But of those whose duration 
was given, driving bans were short with only two drivers being banned for more than 10 
years, and another two for between 3 years and less than 10 years. 

o Almost all were required to take an extended driving test requirement before they could 
get their license back.  
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Drink driving (2014) 
• 38,866 drivers were prosecuted for Driving with alcohol above the prescribed limit (Drink driving), 

with 37,853 convicted. 
o On average, 106 drivers a day are prosecuted for Drink Driving. 
o The conviction rate was 97%, with only 3 of every 100 drivers prosecuted being acquitted. 
o Most receive fines (78%), with an average fine of £272. 
o Only 2% were sent to prison, with another 4% being given a suspended sentence.  
o One in seven (14%) were given a community sentence. 
o Sentencing Guidelines state a mandatory minimum driving ban of 12 months but 7% were 

not given a ban or had their license endorsed with penalty points. 
o Only 18 drink drivers were given a ban for 10 years or over, but less than life, as no driver 

was banned for life. 
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