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RoadPeace is the national charity for road crash victims and has been helping families cope
with the aftermath of road death and injury since 1992. Our work includes:
z  Providing emotional support for road crash victims including a helpline, befriender
network, local groups, resilience building programme and remembrance activities 

z Producing information guides on post-crash investigation and legal procedures 
z  Undertaking casework for bereaved families and the seriously injured 
z  Policy and campaigning work on road justice and road danger, informed by the
experiences of victims 

Our support services – helpline 0845 4500 355 
Helpline – Our helpline provides support to anyone who has been bereaved or injured
by a road crash. The helpline is open Monday to Friday from 9am to 5pm.
Befriending service – Our befriending service offers ongoing telephone support to the
bereaved and injured via trained volunteers who have suffered a similar experience. 
Resilience Building Programme – The programme is for anyone who has been
bereaved through a road crash for more than six months. Over six weekly sessions
participants have a chance to meet others bereaved similarly and develop ways to
cope with depression, anxiety and many symptoms of PTSD.
Local support groups – Local support groups offer ongoing peer support to those
bereaved by a road crash as well as the opportunity to campaign locally.
Information guides and casework – Many families say their suffering is aggravated
by their experience of the justice system. Our information guides and casework
assistance help families to navigate the post-crash process.
Remembrance activities – RoadPeace organises opportunities to remember loved
ones, including Ceremonies of Remembrance at the RoadPeace Wood at the National
Memorial Arboretum, and on World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims.
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Join RoadPeace today
Help us to help others by joining
RoadPeace. Individual and family members
receive regular newsletters, briefings and
invitations to events. Membership is by
donation.
www.roadpeace.org/join
Organisations that support the aims of
RoadPeace are encouraged to join as
Associate members
Businesses: £500 
Charities and voluntary groups: £50

RoadPeace Corporate
Partnership Programme
RoadPeace takes pride in its partnerships
with organisations that are committed to
our aims. Companies can get involved by
becoming a corporate partner, supporting
us with donations, nominating us as
Charity of the Year or by encouraging staff
to participate in sponsored events or to
volunteer time. As a small charity this
support from the corporate sector gives us
vital unrestricted funding which keeps us
sustainable and effective in our work. If
you work for a company which may be
interested in working with RoadPeace
please contact us to find out more.

About this newsletter
Contributions from members in the form of
letters, testimonies, news stories, poems
and photographs are very welcome. 

Deadline for contributions to the next issue:
31 March 2018
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This newsletter is dedicated to Ben Regan, who was killed by a hit
and run driver on 20th June 2015 aged 20. Ben served with the
Coldstream Guards and was a keen rugby player, referred to by his
team mates at Dorking Rugby Club as “an exceptional young
man”. His father Jim writes:
“Ben was proud to have been part of the Trooping the Colour

event on 13 June, but only a week later he was killed by a hit and
run driver in Reigate, Surrey. The driver fled the scene. Ben’s mother died when he
was young, and I was very close to him – his death has been devastating. Although
some two years later I have learned to deal with the loss, Ben’s death has changed
me and my life forever. The 15 months waiting for the trial, unable to know the
facts, was agony which was made worse by the perception that fleeing the scene
actually benefitted the driver. He avoided a blood-alcohol test for over 12 hours. His
sentence was 21 months in prison and a driving ban of 27 months.
The law needs tightening up and there appears to be a need for lawmakers to be

continually reminded. I shall continue to remind them of their obligations, with the
help of RoadPeace and anyone who will listen.
I owe this to Ben.”
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News from 
the office

Keep in touch
As well as these twice-yearly newsletter mailings we like to keep
in touch with members and supporters via email.  If
you don’t receive our monthly e-news it may be that we don’t
have an up to date email for you. Please email
info@roadpeace.org so we can update our records. Thank you.
Social media is also a great way to connect with other

members and supporters, and keep in touch with RoadPeace.

Dear friends,
As you know, this is a significant time for RoadPeace as we continue to mark our 25th anniversary. From the
humblest of beginnings, RoadPeace has grown into a highly respected organisation that continues to punch well
above its weight in terms of influence and expertise. However, our work is made significantly easier by the
tireless support of the RoadPeace community and it’s been wonderful to see so many of you at events, including
the AGM, the RoadPeace Wood event and the Liverpool Remembrance Service. We would also be delighted to
welcome you to any of our World Day of Remembrance Services taking place next month.  
Behind the scenes, RoadPeace continues to develop its infrastructure. We have been successful in our

applications for money to design a new website and purchase a new database, both of which will help increase
our efficiency and improve our services. In addition to this, we are always looking for volunteers to help us out in
a variety of ways, including administration, fundraising, befrienders, trustees. The list is endless. Those who
generously give up their free time are the life blood of small charities like RoadPeace. So please, if you have
some time, even if it's just a couple of hours a month, please do contact us and we will match you with a
volunteering role.
My year at RoadPeace will soon be at an end and I’d like to thank the staff, volunteers and members for their

support during this time. It’s been insightful and inspirational to meet families who continue their journey along
this ‘unchosen path’. I’ve been touched by their dignity and their desire to help other families, as well as their
determination to seek recognition and justice for all road crash victims. I’d like to wish you all the very best for
the future.

With very best wishes, 
Tiffany Richards, Interim CEO

P.S. If you haven’t done so already, please consider making a donation to our 25th anniversary
appeal, to help us provide much needed family support.

Like us on Facebookwww.facebook.com/roadpeaceCharity

Find and follow us on Twitter @roadpeace

RoadPeace welcomes new Patron
RoadPeace is proud to welcome
Baroness Jones of Moulsecoomb as a
Patron of RoadPeace. A staunch
supporter of RoadPeace for many years,
Baroness Jones shares our vision of a
world without road danger and of a
justice system that delivers fairness
and compassion. 
Jenny has tirelessly challenged the police to treat road

crime as real crime, initially as London’s Road Safety Mayor,
then as a London Assembly Member, and now in the House
of Lords. Jenny has chaired our Justice on Our Roads All
Party Parliamentary Group, working with RoadPeace to raise
awareness with MPs and Peers of the systemic discrimination
of road crash victims. 

Commendation for RoadPeace Trustee
Pauline Fielding
RoadPeace Trustee and North West local group coordinator
Pauline Fielding was awarded a Certificate of Commendation
by Chief Superintendent Claire Richards from the Merseyside
Police.  
“Merseyside police would like to recognise Pauline

Fielding for her dedication and commitment bringing
those who have been bereaved or affected by road
collisions together with her volunteer roles within
RoadPeace, offering much needed support and guidance.
As a Trustee and North West Coordinator for RoadPeace
she ensures those who have lost their lives on our roads
are never forgotten by arranging Ceremonies of
Remembrance. We would also like to recognise her
contribution to Road Safety with her successful campaigns
and by raising awareness through the media.”
Many congratulations are due to Pauline for this well-

deserved award. Pauline’s son Andrew was killed 23 years
ago in a hit and run collision in which the driver was
never traced.

Jenny Jones with the
police on an ANPR
operation

Rebecca Power from the
Merseyside Safer Roads
Partnership, Pauline
Fielding (centre) and DI
Ian Critchley from the
Merseyside Police

http://www.twitter.com/roadpeace
http://www.facebook.com/roadpeaceCharity
mailto:info@roadpeace.org
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Support Helpline:

0845 4500 355

Our support services – and the victims we support – are at the heart of RoadPeace. 
Belina Rauli, RoadPeace’s Support Services Manager, outlines some of the services we
provide and the difference they make to road crash victims.
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With Christmas and New Year fast approaching it can be a daunting time, leaving bereaved families feeling alone and isolated.
Whilst families will always feel the absence of their loved one, these feelings are often intensified at special times during the year. 
Here, long standing RoadPeace members Pam and Peter Coling share what they found helped them cope following

the devastating aftermath of their son Andrew’s death when he was killed in a road crash in 2007. 

Coping through reading
Reading can often provide a therapeutic
way to de-stress and calm unsettled
nerves during a difficult time.
“Some books have held my hand in

dark times, sometimes teaching me a
helpful lesson, sometimes just sitting with
me as we wait for the wind to change.”
Cathy Rentzenbrink, whose brother died in
1998, eight years after a hit and run collision.
Below are some suggestions of books

which you might helpful: 
z The Last Act of Love, by Cathy
Rentzenbrink

z A Manual for Heartache, by Cathy
Rentzenbrink 
“A great resource for anyone who has
experienced a life changing event
themselves or who is supporting
someone who has.” RoadPeace member

z All at Sea, by Decca Aitkenhead
z A Valley Journal – Surviving
Bereavement, by Abi May

RoadPeace meets the London Victims’ Commissioner 
RoadPeace has met twice this year with Claire Waxman, the newly appointed London
Victim’s Commissioner. We’ve taken the opportunity to highlight some of the
challenges faced by crash victims encountering the Criminal Justice System (CJS),
together with the general lack of information and support available. We also raised the
issues of quality assurance and civil compensation and Claire has asked us to provide
her with an insight into the victim’s journey, so watch this space. On 21st November
2017, Claire will be hosting a Victim Summit which will provide victims with an
opportunity to communicate their experiences of the CJS and get their voices heard. 
RoadPeace will be attending and highlighting the needs of crash victims. 

Supporting families bereaved abroad
In July RoadPeace introduced bi-annual support meetings for families bereaved by
road crashes abroad. We were pleased to be joined by Eve Henderson, founder of
Murdered Abroad, and we look forward to working together on our common aims of
improved support, information and justice for victims of crime and crashes overseas.
“The impact of losing your loved one in a road crash is unimaginably devastating.

However, when it occurs abroad, families are thrown into a dark abyss, a system they
have no clue about. Meeting others similarly affected was very helpful. You see you
have similar feelings and thoughts to many others and all you want is change, so
other families are spared.” Bereaved mother
The next meeting will be held on 26th October 2017 in London. Please contact the

RoadPeace office for more information.

Coping with anniversaries and special occasions

On the day
These are such difficult times for bereaved families and there
tends to be a lot of ritual involved to which people usually
conform. We guess for some maintaining that ritual is still
extremely important, but we believe the bereaved should feel
able to do whatever seems right or appropriate for them at
the time. There are no boundaries for grief. 
On the anniversary of Andrew’s birth and death we lay

flowers on his grave. This gives us some time to reflect on
what was and what might have been. We light a candle for
him on the anniversary of his death. It symbolises the light
that is missing from our lives now, but also the light he
brought to our lives when he was alive. 
He was killed on 10th December, so we spend time on that

day with our widowed daughter-in-law, grandson and other
family members putting up their Christmas tree. The aim of
this is to make the day a positive experience for our grandson,
however we are feeling.

Keeping a balance
Grief is emotionally and physically exhausting. Strategies to
avoid depression are crucial and keeping busy and active is

extremely important, but not at the expense of giving oneself
space and time to grieve. It's also important to look after
oneself physically, so that one can cope with the grieving
process. Basic things like eating and sleeping are so often
badly disrupted by grief, especially when an untimely, sudden
and violent death is involved.

Accepting support from others
This is so important, but also the strength to stand up for what
feels right for you at a particular time, even if this involves
apparently offending the other. Emotional volatility can often
make it difficult for others to get it right, particularly in the
early days. One just has to hope the other is emotionally
mature enough to cope. 

Talking about them
Although Andrew is no longer with us, he is very much part of
the family. Comments such as “Andrew would really have
enjoyed this” and “Do you remember when Andrew did
this?” are made in a context appropriate to the present. So we
have found talking and including Andrew very much part of
the way we are both with family and friends.

If you have any insights or rituals that help you cope with the aftermath of a road death
and would like to share with RoadPeace members, please contact Belina in the office. Victim’s Voice



RoadPeace Wood 
RoadPeace members and supporters came
together with representatives from the Central
Motorway Police Group for our annual
Ceremony of Remembrance at the RoadPeace
Wood in the National Memorial Arboretum.
Loved ones were remembered through
dedications, readings, music, the lighting of
candles and a minute’s silence. Following the
ceremony attendees had the opportunity to
talk to and meet with others including
emotional unions within the befriender
network. One member said:
“I do love having this ceremony every year.

It is very precious to us as a family. We love
the choir, so beautiful. It’s good to be
around other people who just understand
and feel the same.”

Liverpool Remembrance 
On the 20th anniversary of the death of Diana,
Princess of Wales a remembrance service was
held in memory of her and all road crash
victims at the Anglican Cathedral in Liverpool.
The event is arranged every year by Pauline
Fielding, RoadPeace Trustee and North West
local group coordinator. Photographs and
floral tributes were laid at the front of the
chapel in loving memory of victims. The service
was attended by Lord Mayor of Liverpool,
Councillor Malcolm Kennedy who said, 
“Road crashes have a devastating impact

on not just those involved but their families,
close friends and emergency service workers.
“This is an important opportunity to

remember those affected and make sure we
never stop working to make our roads safer.”
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Remembrance

RoadPeace’s remembrance activities give family and friends an opportunity to remember
loved ones as well as public recognition of the toll of road death. Our families tell us how
important these opportunities for remembrance are, particularly due to the violent and
sudden nature of road deaths. Here Annabelle Hunting updates on our remembrance activities.

Remembering as part of August National Road Victim Month

Join us on Sunday 19th November
2017 for The World Day of
Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims
This year there are services taking place in Scotland, England
and Wales to mark this important, global occasion. An
invitation including a list of nationwide services has been
included with this newsletter. If you would like further
information on WDR please contact Annabelle in the office at
annabelle.hunting@roadpeace.org.

As part of our 25th year we are revising and updating
the RoadPeace Anthology of Remembrance and are
asking our members and supporters to submit any
readings, poems or passages that they feel would be a
good addition and a useful resource for remembrance
occasions. Please send any of your ideas to Annabelle
at annabelle.hunting@ roadpeace.org.

Remembrance – A RoadPeace
Anthology

Light a Candle 
by Paul Alexander

Release of
doves
(above) and
flowers and
photographs
at the front
of the
chapel (left)

Candle
being held
during the
service

And I will light a candle for
you.
To shatter all the darkness
and bless the times we
knew.
Like a beacon in the night,
the flame will burn bright
and guide us on our way.
Oh, today I will light a
candle for you.
The seasons come and go,
and I’m weary of the
change.
I keep moving on,
you know it’s not the same
And when I’m walking all
alone,
do you hear me call your
name?
Do you hear me sing the
songs we used to sing?
You filled my life with
wonder;
touched me with surprise,
I always saw that something
special deep within your
eyes.
And through the good
times and the bad,
we carried on with pride.
I hold on to the love and
life we knew. 

mailto:annabelle.hunting@roadpeace.org
mailto:annabelle.hunting@roadpeace.org


Collision Investigation campaign
How do police prove they are conducting thorough and
impartial investigations? This is the key question RoadPeace
posed in our review of road death investigation in Britain.
Our review found wide variation in practice. 
RoadPeace is campaigning for thorough, effective,

impartial and consistent collision investigations. But quality
assurance by the police is lacking. 
And RoadPeace is not the only one pushing for change.

z PACTS and DfT held a meeting in September to discuss
how an independent collision investigation branch could
work. RoadPeace attended and argued the case for
upskilling police investigators.

z Transport for London has published a Collision Investigation
toolkit with training provided for FORS (Freight Operator
Recognition Scheme) accredited operators.

z London Assembly Transport Committee has called on TfL
to conduct a review of bus collision investigation and
consider the need for an independent investigative body. 

Level of satisfaction
Victims’ level of satisfaction is a key indicator for
government, but only for certain types of crime and not
collision investigation. RoadPeace raised this gap with the
Victims’ Commissioner in January. She has just published her
report evaluating the police efforts to monitor victims’ level
of satisfaction. Of the 20 forces who responded to her
survey, only Staffordshire Police reported monitoring crash
victims, whilst Gloucestershire Police are to develop an on-
line report form for crash victims.

Wales Investigation
Wales is adopting the Swedish approach of reviewing fatal
crashes to identify what would have prevented the death.
The Welsh Government has approved this initiative which
will see all four Welsh police services work together, along
with those from other disciplines. 
Police in Wales are also to use dash camera video sent in by

the public to investigate driving offences. North Wales piloted
this scheme which has now been extended to the other
police areas.

Livia Award
The annual Livia Awards for collision investigators in London
will be held next month. This award was initiated by George
and Giulietta Galli-Atkinson in appreciation at the way the
police investigated the death of their 16-year-old daughter
Livia in 1999. This event is a useful reminder of the extensive
work that can go into road death investigation. RoadPeace is
calling for best practice to be recognised and awarded in all
police areas. 

Investigation costs
DfT estimates that police costs account for just 1% of the £3.5
billion cost of fatal crashes, and less than 0.1% of the £36 billion
cost to the country from reported and unreported crashes.

Coroner PFD reports
Coroner’s Preventing Future Death reports (PFD) continue to
be few and far between. In the first nine months of 2017,
only 26 PFD reports had been issued. Fewer than 3% of road
death inquests result in a PFD. 
Under our Lorry Danger Reduction project, RoadPeace will

produce a lorry death checklist for coroners. 

Post crash drink drive tests 
RoadPeace was concerned to learn that fewer than half of
all car drivers in road crashes in England in 2016 were tested
for drink driving. Whilst the country’s average was 47%, this
ranged from a low of 23% in London to a high of 58% in
the North West. Since 1996, the police have had a stated
policy to test all drivers in crashes they attend.

Second Post Mortem campaign
Two RoadPeace members, dedicated to sparing other families
the trauma and suffering their own families had to endure,
are campaigning for Second Post Mortems to be expedited.
They have written to all the coroners in England and Wales
asking them about the frequency and effectiveness of Second
Post Mortems.
Contact the RoadPeace office if your family was also

affected or if you want to support their efforts.

letters
Justice
Campaign

RoadPeace has pioneered the fight for justice for crash victims since we were founded in 1992.
Our Justice Campaign calls for thorough investigations, effective inquests, appropriate
prosecution and sentencing, fairer civil compensation, and rights and recognition for
victims. In these pages, Justice and Advocacy Manager Amy Aeron-Thomas shares key updates
and developments from the criminal and civil justice system.
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Collision investigation

Justice Watch

z Ryan Reardon, 34, crashed into seven vehicles before he hit
Christine Rowe’s car, killing her and seriously injuring her
husband Brian. He had been speeding (59mph in a 30mph
zone), and was more than six times the legal drug drive limit
when he ran a red light in Newport. He absconded but was
caught the next day. He pleaded guilty to Causing Death by
Dangerous Driving. With previous convictions for Dangerous
Driving, he was sentenced to eight years and eight months
in prison and disqualified for 14 years. 

z Benjamin Hughes, 24, was convicted of causing the death of
his girlfriend Dominique Wright after he crashed into a tree
after drinking pints and shots in Nottingham. He was
sentenced to two years in prison and given a four year driving
ban. Dominique’s family pleaded for leniency for Hughes,
describing it as “an integral part of their grieving process”.



Dangerous driving
In 2016 only 350 drivers were prosecuted for Causing Serious
Injury by Dangerous Driving in England and Wales. Of these,
85% were convicted, with over half being sent to prison.

Driving bans
Only 11% of drivers convicted at court in England and Wales
were disqualified from driving in 2016. Over two-thirds of all
bans were given for drink/drug driving. Disqualifications for
other convictions were rare – speeding (2%) and careless
driving (<1%). Only 22 of the 11,961 drivers convicted at
court for using their mobile phone were banned.
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Justice
Campaign

Criminal prosecution 

Custodial sentences for causing death offences (England and Wales, 2016)

Causing death by: Convictions Imprisoned Average custodial sentence (months)

Dangerous Driving 157 97% 59

Careless Driving whilst Driving Under the Influence 32 91% 46

Careless Driving 225 24% 15

Driving Unlicensed, Disqualified, or Uninsured 5 60% 9

Source: MoJ (2017)

Causing death by driving
In England and Wales, prosecutions for causing death by driving rose by 14% to 471, up from 414 in 2015. Causing Death
by Dangerous Driving increased the most (22%), though many of those charged for this offence were later only convicted
of the lesser charge of Causing Death by Careless Driving. Overall, the number of drivers getting custodial sentences for
these offences rose by 33%.  

In Scotland, there were 55 prosecutions for causing death by driving offences in 2015–16, up five over the previous year
(2014–15). In this period, there was also a shift away from prosecutions for Causing Death by Careless Driving (down five)
to Causing Death by Dangerous Driving (up eight). The conviction rate for these offences rose slightly from 72% to 75%.
Custody rates in Scotland for causing death by driving offences rose from 37% to 41%, though they remain lower than in
England and Wales (57% in both 2015 and 2016).

 

Justice Watch

New charges?
Following the death of Kim Briggs caused by a cyclist on an
illegal bike, the DfT has announced it is to consult on the
new charges of Causing Death/Serious Injury by Dangerous
or Careless Cycling. This is despite the MoJ not yet reporting
on the results of their consultation earlier this year on their
proposal of Causing Serious Injury by Careless Driving.
The DfT also plans a wider consultation on road safety

issues relating to cycling, including the rules of the road.
RoadPeace welcomes this review as we had lobbied last year
for DfT’s Cycling and Walking Investment Strategy to
include more on traffic law enforcement, as well as criminal
and civil justice. 

z Owen Finn, 64, left Kiernan Roberts, 16, with devastating
life changing injuries after he crashed into Kiernan. Finn,
who was President of Hull’s Chamber of Commerce,
drank heavily at a chamber function but refused to use
the taxis provided. Finn left Kiernan for dead but was
caught after his ex-wife turned him in. Finn pleaded guilty
to Causing Serious Injury by Dangerous Driving, Failing to
report a crash, and drink driving and was sentenced to
three years in jail.

z Rainer Schoeman, 22, has been jailed for ten months after
intentionally driving into a teacher in a school car park in
Surrey. The teacher was carried on the car bonnet before
being thrown from it. Schoeman pleaded guilty to
Dangerous Driving, Causing Bodily Harm, Driving without
Insurance and no MOT.

z Charlie Alliston was prosecuted for manslaughter after
crashing into Kim Briggs, a wife and mother of two
children, as she crossed a road. Alliston was riding at
18mph but his bike did not have a brake which the
collision investigator testified prevented Alliston from
avoiding the crash. 

As Alliston was cycling, the causing death by driving
charges did not apply. He was acquitted of manslaughter
but convicted of the lesser offence of “Causing bodily
harm by wanton and furious driving”. This charge dates
back to 1891 and applies to non motorised vehicles. He
was sentenced to 18 months in prison.



MoJ civil claim changes
Whilst the Queen’s Speech in July announced a bill on civil liability, the MoJ has not
published any further information on this. RoadPeace opposes the proposed increase to
the small claims limit. The proposed reform is intended to benefit insurance policy
holders, not innocent crash victims.

MIB and uninsured driving
RoadPeace and Leigh Day are still waiting on the ruling for their judicial review of the
Department for Transport on the exclusions allowed by the Motor Insurers Bureau. Whilst
the government has agreed to change some of its restrictions, we are campaigning for
more reform. The MIB has reported hit and run claims exceed uninsured driving claims,
but there has been an increase in claims involving uninsured drivers in the last six months.

letters
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The RoadPeace
Legal Panel
The RoadPeace Legal Panel
exists to help and support
people bereaved or seriously
injured in a road collision by
enabling them access high
quality legal advice and
justice, including fair
compensation. 
The Legal Panel is made up

of leading specialist personal
injury law firms. All are
accredited with the
Association of Personal Injury
Lawyers (or equivalent). All
Panel members sign up to 
an agreed set of qualifying
criteria, including quality
standards, as a sign of their
commitment to road crash
victims. 
RoadPeace legal panel

members make an annual
charitable donation of £5,000
to RoadPeace to support our
work. Our current Legal Panel
consists of:

Civil Justice

Further information about
panel members including
contact information is
available on our website.

z Bolt Burdon Kemp

z CFG Law

z Irwin Mitchell LLP

z Leigh Day

z Metcalfes

z Slater and Gordon

z Thompsons

z Watermans

Bereavement damages
Following the death of a school girl at a theme park (three such deaths since 2005),
Keith Vaz, MP has called for an increase in bereavement damages. In England and
Wales, fatal damages are capped at £12,980 for children under the age of 18. 
The Association for Personal Injury Lawyers commissioned research which found half

of those surveyed (2,000) thought damages should be over £100,000. Over three-
quarters thought it should be decided on a case by case basis.

Scott Whyte, a solicitor from Watermans, based in Scotland, highlights some of the
differences in civil compensation between Scotland and the rest of the UK, with a
focus on bereavement damages: 
In Scotland, damages for Loss of Society – which is the pain and suffering of losing a

relative (known as ‘general damages’ in England and Wales) for fatal claims are
significantly more generous, and fairer than those available in the rest of the UK. The law
in Scotland recognises that the loss of a relative caused by the fault of another party
affects the immediate and wider family and accordingly, the right to claim compensation
for that loss is granted under statute to a wider range of family members in Scotland than
the statutory provisions that are in force in the rest of the UK. 
In addition, the level of compensation awarded is generally higher, and there is no fixed

sum as with the statutory rates in England and Wales. In Scotland, a person pursuing a civil
claim for compensation also has the right to have the case heard before either a judge or
a jury – with jury awards tending to be (but not always) higher than awards made by
judges for Loss of Society.
The disparity between Scotland and the rest of the UK is illustrated in a recent case

where we acted for the relatives of a woman originally from Yorkshire who was living
with her husband in north-west Scotland. She was tragically killed in a road crash on her
way home from work. We were instructed by the family to pursue a claim for
compensation and acted for her spouse, children, grandchildren and siblings. All of the
family were based in England and had her death occurred there, only her spouse would
have been entitled to compensation, and even then, a small amount based on current
legislation in force in England and Wales.
We were able to advise each family member of the difference between English and

Scottish jurisdictions and successfully secured significant compensation payments for Loss
of Society for all of the family members in addition to securing an award for Loss of
Financial Support for the deceased’s spouse.

RoadPeace believes that the level of bereavement damages awarded in
England and Wales is unfair, and adds insult to the memory of a loved one
and to the families left behind. Working with our Legal Panel partners and
others we want to campaign to change this.
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Road danger
reduction

Founded on the principle of road danger reduction, RoadPeace supports tackling danger at
source, with greater responsibility assigned to those who pose the greater risk. We promote
policies which prioritise the environment and active travel. On this page Amy Aeron-Thomas
highlights news in the UK and beyond.

Drink drive test fraud 
Nearly one million drink drive tests in Ireland were falsely
reported by the police. The Justice Minister described this as
“appalling and staggering”.

New global road victims group
A new international partnership of road victim
groups has been established. 
IRVP’s main objective is to highlight the role of

justice in reducing crashes and road danger.
RoadPeace has campaigned for this aim since our
start and welcomes this alliance. 

Germany – drivers convicted of murder and
jailed for life
For the first time ever, drivers were convicted of murder in
Germany. After causing the death of a pedestrian whilst racing
through the streets of Berlin, two drivers were given lifetime
prison sentences. 

Victims’ rights in Slovenia
New law in Slovenia improves treatment of crime victims. Now
victims are to be updated throughout the investigation and
prosecution. Victims will be notified when the offender is to be
released from prison. 

Lorry Danger Reduction campaign
Between 2013 and 2015 477 people were killed or
seriously injured by an HGV; 40% of these were
pedestrians, 25% were cyclists and 35% were
motorcyclists. Around 40 of these were due
specifically to construction vehicles.
One way to reduce these numbers specifically from

construction lorries is for every company or contractor
using HGVs to be enrolled in the Construction
Logistics and Community Safety Scheme or CLOCS.
CLOCS aims to change the way the construction

industry manages work related road risk. This is
done by improving the safety of members’
construction vehicles, addressing the imbalance
between members’ on-site health and safety
measures and the precautions which should be
taken off site, and encouraging wider adoption of
best practice. More information can be found on
their website: www.clocs.org.uk. 
In a project funded by CLOCS, RoadPeace is

working with victims and the families of victims
who have been involved in collisions with
construction vehicles. Using their testimonies, we
will highlight their stories to industry bodies to
illustrate the terrible human impact of not
managing road risk – and demonstrate why CLOCS
is such an important scheme. 
We will also be working with others to encourage

more local authorities and government bodies to
become CLOCS champions. This will ensure that any
company who works for these bodies would need to
be CLOCS affiliated. 
If you would like to find out more

about the project or get involved
please contact our CLOCS
campaigner Rachel Alcock on
rachel.alcock@roadpeace.org.

Road deaths rise
In 2016, 62 more people died on Britain’s roads, compared to 2015.
Whilst the Department for Transport (DfT) reports this 4% increase is
not “statistically significant”, they acknowledge that road deaths
have not decreased since 2010. Much of the increase in the past year
was in Scotland where road deaths rose by 18% with 29 more killed.

Serious injury under-reporting
There were also 24,101 people reported seriously injured in crashes
in 2016. The DfT has cautioned against comparing these figures to
previous years because new collision reporting systems are resulting
in increased reporting of serious injuries.
But there still remains a major  problem of under-reporting with

most people not notifying the police. The DfT estimates some
80,000 people are seriously injured in crashes every year (range of
50,000 – 110,000) with only 23,000 reporting to the police. 

Progress in London 
RoadPeace welcomes the news that there were 20 fewer road
deaths in London in 2016, the lowest ever reported (116). 
In his proposed Transport Strategy, the Mayor has announced his

aim to eliminate all road death and serious injury in London by 2041,
and by 2030 for deaths involving
London buses. The strategy is
based on the Healthy Streets
approach (see right). 
London’s Freight

Enforcement Partnership
(LFEP) has proven so
successful, that other cities
are looking to introduce it.
This scheme targets freight
operators with poor safety
records and has resulted in
very high detection and
enforcement of unsafe vehicles 
and driving practices.

Safer roads for all

Beyond Britain

mailto:rachel.alcock@roadpeace.org
https://www.clocs.org.uk/


Local groups
Exeter Jeff Baker 07930 171262

London RoadPeace office 020 7733 1603

North East David Robinson 0191 269 0400

North West Pauline Fielding 0151 342 6381

South West Kate Uzzell 01275 341 216 / 07976 786 950

West Midlands RoadPeace office 020 7733 1603

RoadPeace local groups meet
regularly and provide peer to
peer support to bereaved
families and campaign on
local issues. For more
information check our website
or contact the local group
coordinator listed here.

The keynote speech was given by Colin Ettinger, RoadPeace Patron and Partner at Irwin
Mitchell. Colin has been a patron from the very early days of RoadPeace and has seen great
change and progress made over the past 25 years, with changes to legislation, improvements
to road safety and a reduction in the numbers killed on the road. He commended RoadPeace
for our contribution to this, and the sheer hard work and determination of our members.
Other highlights from the day included:

‘What the next family should know’
An engaging and insightful Panel discussion took place with
bereaved father Jim Regan, bereaved sibling Lucy Harrison,
bereavement specialist and RoadPeace Trustee Caroline Lloyd,
and former FLO and now Road Victims Support coordinator
for VOICE Northamptonshire Hugh Dixon (pictured here).
Ideas and thoughts about lessons learnt, sometimes the hard
way, were shared at the meeting and via Twitter, and will be
documented on our new website.

The RoadPeace Mansoor Chaudhry Award
Our 25th Anniversary event included the launch of a new
RoadPeace Award in memory of Mansoor Chaudhry in
recognition and appreciation of outstanding contribution
to RoadPeace. The inaugural ‘Mansoor Chaudhry Award’
was given to Brigitte Chaudhry MBE, RoadPeace’s founder
and president. Her daughter Hameeda accepted the
Award on her behalf and shared testimonies to Brigitte’s
incredible achievements. In the words of John Stewart,
Former Chair of RoadPeace:
“Brigitte Chaudhry’s achievements have been immense. She built up RoadPeace from an

organisation that operated in a bedroom of her house, to one with a budget of over £100,000
per year, employing five staff. But perhaps most impressively, RoadPeace, from the smallest
and most tragic of beginnings, has become a respected charitable organisation whose views
are sought by government ministers, civil servants, magistrates, lawyers, transport
organisations and the police. The undoubted driving force behind the success of the
organisation has been Brigitte Chaudhry. It has been her vision, her determination and her
dedication that has made the organisation what it is today.”

A heartfelt thank you to Brigitte from the entire RoadPeace community and on behalf of
over 73,000 families bereaved by crashes since RoadPeace was founded.

letters
Members and
local groups

RoadPeace is proud to represent crash victims and is the only membership based road victims’
charity in the UK. Our members are at the heart of who we are and what we do – and we rely
on an active and growing membership to support our work. Sara Dowling, RoadPeace’s
Membership and Fundraising Manager, outlines some of the ways you can get involved, and
strengthen our collective voice.
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Get involved
Make 2017 the year to get
involved with RoadPeace. 
To support our 25th year,
RoadPeace is asking members to
‘donate’ 25 hours of their time
to volunteer with RoadPeace.
This could be in our London
office or elsewhere.
z Help us out with administrative
tasks in our London office

z Organise a fundraising event
(see page 11 for inspiration)

z Organise a remembrance
service (see page 7)

z Support other families –
become a befriender
Please contact Annabelle on

info@roadpeace.org for more
information.

If you have not already done
so, please support our 25th
Anniversary Fundraising
appeal launched earlier this
year by making a donation.
Every penny counts, and
helps us to help families with
vital services when they need
it most. You can make a
donation online at
www.roadpeace.org/donate
or over the phone on 
020 7733 1603. Thank you

RoadPeace Annual General Meeting and Conference 2017
Thank you to everyone who came and supported our AGM and 25th Anniversary Event in
June earlier this year, kindly hosted by Corporate Partner and Legal Panel member Irwin
Mitchell. We had a wonderful day with lots of opportunity for debate, support and insight –
as well as a celebration of 25 years of RoadPeace. 

Colin Ettinger delivering the
keynote speech, and RoadPeace
25th Anniversary cupcakes

Caroline, Hugh, Jim and Lucy

Cynthia Barlow OBE presenting
Hameeda with Brigitte’s Award

http://roadpeace.org/donate
mailto:info@roadpeace.org


During 2017, Terry Jones and his wife Louise and their friends
have undertaken a series of sporting challenges including Half
Marathons, and a 24 hour gym challenge. This culminated in
Terry and friends running an incredible 230 miles from
Buckingham Palace to Porthcawl in August. All this was done
in memory of Terry’s sister Louise who was killed in 2006
aged 16, along with three of her friends, in a car crash in the
village of Ebbw Vale in the Brecon Beacon Mountains. The
death of Louise and her friends devastated Terry and his
family, and the entire community of Ebbw Vale. Terry says: 
“After struggling with depression since my sister’s death, I

wanted to do something positive so I decided to take on a
number of different challenges to raise funds for RoadPeace,
and awareness of depression.”
Huge thanks to Terry, Louise and their friends and wider

community who have raised over £6,500 for RoadPeace to date.

Lulu Rocks
Glenys Marsh and family and friends raised
a brilliant £8,137 for RoadPeace, in
memory of Glenys’ daughter, Lulu, who
was killed in a road crash in 2015. They
organised a wide range of events,
including a music festival, Lulu Rocks; a fun
run by Year 7 pupils at Beaminster School;
Lulu’s uncle, Pete Burnett ran the London
Marathon; and Jim
Humphrey and friends
rode their Honda C90
motorcycles from Land’s
End to John O’Groats.
Huge thanks from the
RoadPeace team to all
those involved!

Our intrepid Skydivers!
Recently two of our supporters have done a
Skydive for RoadPeace. John Roberts
celebrated his 65th birthday by doing a
tandem parachute jump in memory of his
son, Jonathan who was killed 13 years ago
by a speeding vehicle which failed to stop.
John raised a fantastic £1,796.
Faye Wilson did a Skydive in memory of Frankie Murphy,

aged 13, who was killed in 2016 and raised £710.
A big thank you to both John and Faye for their fantastic

support – and bravery!
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Supporters and
fundraisers

At RoadPeace, we never cease to be amazed at the strength and courage of those who are
able to think of others at a time of personal sadness and grief. Here are some of the creative
and innovative activities our supporters undertake to raise much needed funds for us.

If you are interested in organising a fundraising event, or
taking on a sporting challenge for RoadPeace then please get
in touch! We have guaranteed places available on a number
of events, and resources to help you. Contact us in the office
for more information or email info@roadpeace.org.
Please share your fundraising stories and photos so that
we can include them in our newsletters, our website and
on social media. Your fundraising ideas may inspire
others to raise much needed funds for us! 

Take part

Faye – mid-dive

Terry, Keith and John (2nd,3rd and 4th left) and a few of the
team from RoadPeace at Buckingham Palace

Jeff (centre) and
participants at 
the start of the
Benzer Challenge

Pete Burnett at the
London Marathon 

Lulu Rocks

John and his wife

The Benzer Challenge
Many thanks to Sue and Jeff Baker who organised the
inaugural Benzer Challenge in memory of their beloved son
Ben who was killed by a speeding driver whilst cycling in
Spain on a family holiday. This 60 mile cycle ride took in a
scenic route via the Haldon Hills, the towpaths of the River
Exe and Exeter Ship Canal, Woodbury Common and
Exmouth. The sun shone, 51 cyclists took part and the event
ended with a barbecue and a prize draw. The event raised an
impressive £1,729 and, following on from this initial success,
Jeff and Sue may make this an annual event. 

Terrific Team Terry!

mailto:info@roadpeace.org
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Thank you to all our members and supporters who renew their membership each year and
give generously through donations and fundraising efforts. Each and every contribution is
greatly appreciated. Thanks especially to those who have raised money or made donations
in recent months. 

z Sandra Bigley
z Bridgenorth and District Snooker League
z Christchurch Bwlchgwyn, a collection
after World Day of Remembrance
z Cycle Legal
z Sarah Doyle, in memory of her daughter,
Kate
z Jane Henderson
z Brad Hutchings from longsummer.co.uk
for pro bono graphic design work
z Steve Marshall
z RoSPA Advanced Drivers and Riders,
who made a donation following a talk by
RoadPeace to the Sussex branch
z Sue and Jeff Baker organised the Benzer
Challenge 17, a charity cycle ride, in
memory of their son Ben, raising £1,729
z Karen Bowen-Baker organised a Charity
Spin class at her local gym and raised
£366 for RoadPeace
z Kate Bright ran the Hackney Half
Marathon in memory of Carrie Maclaren,
raising £512
z The Chase-Worcester Team at Air
Products plc raised £956
z Frank Dineley organised the Frank
Dineley Charity Golf Day, in memory of his
grandson, Thomas Browne and a family
friend, Chris Brown and raised £220
z Daniel Dolby did a seven-day cycle
challenge in memory of his father 
Leigh Dolby
z William Edwards ran the Manchester
Marathon, in memory of Louise Jones and
raised £245
z Lesley Foote completed the Prudential
Cycle Ride 2017 and raised £100
z Fullers London Pride donated £500 in
honour of Richard Evans’ cycling
achievements
z Philip Gray completed the Marmotte
cycling sportive and raised £100
z Gemma Kyri had her hair cut in memory
of her grandparents and raised £600
z Jack Martindale ran the Hackney Half
Marathon in memory of Carrie Maclaren,
raising £512
z Sue Maynard raised £80 selling cards 
at a craft fair, in memory of her son,
Anthony
z John Roberts did a Skydive in memory of
his son, Jonathan, raising £1,796

Become a corporate
supporter 
RoadPeace takes pride in its
partnerships with organisations
that are committed to ensuring
families are supported after road
death or injury. Companies can get
involved either by becoming a
corporate partner, by supporting
us with donations, nominating us
as their Charity of the Year or by
encouraging staff to participate in
sponsored events or to volunteer
their time. As a small charity this
support from the corporate sector
gives us vital unrestricted funding
which ensures we are sustainable
and effective in our work. 
If you work for a company
which may be interested in
working with RoadPeace please
contact Sara in the office to find
out more.

25th Anniversary
Appeal
Thank you to all our members and
supporters who have donated to our 
25th Anniversary Appeal. Just over
£1,000 has been raised to date. 

Donations and fundraising events
z Katie Sands arranged a football match
at Lichfield City Football Club, in memory
of her son, Connor and raised £1,315
z Faye Wilson did a Skydive in memory of
Frankie Murphy and raised £710
z Suzanne Wood raised £116 at the
Bumble Hole Nature Centre coffee
morning, in memory of her daughter, Isobel

Going further for RoadPeace! 
In July Richard Evans took part in the
100 mile cycle ride Ride London, and
then straight away rode from London
to Edinburgh and back again, covering
over 1,000 miles in five days. A few
years ago Richard rode around the
world on a recumbent for RoadPeace,
and then wrote a book about it
donating all the profits to RoadPeace.
So far Richard has raised £6,200 for
RoadPeace.

Also in July of this year, Dr Ian Walker,
a psychologist from the University of
Bath who works on the safety of
vulnerable road users, took on The
Transcontinental Race. This gruelling
challenge is a 4,000km non-stop self-
supported bicycle race across Europe
with riders averaging approximately
300km per day. Ian raised over £1,800
for two charities, and RoadPeace was
lucky enough to be one of them.

Thank you so much Richard and Ian
for being awesome!

Corporate partners
z Bolt Burdon Kemp

z Brigade Electronics

z CFG Law

z Irwin Mitchell LLP

z Leigh Day

z Metcalfes

z Slater and Gordon

z Thompsons

z Watermans

Grants and Trusts
z The 1970s Trust
z Awards for All
z Construction Logistics and Community
Safety (CLOCS)
z Ian Cadbury Charitable Trust
z Merseyside Safer Roads Partnership
z Network for Social Change


